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SUBJECT: WORK OF "FIFTEEN- YEAR PLAN” PREEMPTS PUBLICATION OF 
SOVIET ECONOMIC DATA 

REF: (A) MOSCOW 2870, (B) MOSCOW 3242 

SUMMARY: STATE PLANNING COMMITTEE (GOSPLAN) OFFICIALS 
HAVE CONFIRMED TO US THAT GOSPLAN WILL NOT PUBLISH A DETAILED 
BOOK ON THE CURRENT FIVE-YEAR PLAN ( 1976-80) BECAUSE IT 
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IS TOO BUSY PREPARING THE FIFTEEN- YEAR PLAN (1976-90) 

FOR MAY PUBLICATION TO BE ABLE TO WRITE SUCH A BOOK. 

THEY STATED THAT MUCH INFORMATION ON GOALS AND PERFOR- 
MANCE ON BOTH ANNUAL AND FIVE-YEAR PLANS CAN BE GLEANED 
FROM SOVIET ECONOMIC PRESS AND INDUSTRY JOURNALS. THEY 
ASSERTED THAT GOSPLAN IS WILLING TO TALK WITH FOREIGN 
BUSINESSMEN SEEKING INFORMATION ABOUT TRADE POTENTIAL. 
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END SUMMARY. 

1 . GOSPLAN OFFICIALS INDICATED MARCH 9 THAT THEY ARE 
WORKING FULL TIME ON PREPARATION OF THE FIFTEEN- YEAR PLAN 
(1976-90) FOR MAY PUBLICATION. AT THE SAME TIME, 

V.V. MORDVINOV, HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT FOR ECONOMIC 
COOPRATION WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES (EXCLUDING "SOCIALIST") 
UNDER THE USSR STATE PLANNING COMMITTEE (GOSPLAN) CON 
FIRMED THAT THE SOVIET UNION DOES NOT PLAN TO PUBLISH A 
DETAILED BOOK ON THE CURRENT TENTH FIVE-YEAR PLAN (1976-80) 

AS WAS DONE FOR THE NINTH FYP. ASKED WHY THE SOVIETS HAVE 
BEEN SO SPARSE IN PUBLISHING INFORMATION ON THE CURRENT 
FYP, MORDVINOV REFERRED THE QUESTION TO N.L. DVORETS 
(THE HEAD OF HIS AMERICAN SECTION), WHO SAID THAT GOSPLAN 
AT PRESENT IS CONCENTRATING ON THE FIFTEEN- YEAR PLAN. 
MORDVINOV NOTED THAT HE HAD RECENTLY SAID MUCH THE SAME 
THING TO THE GERMANS (REF A). DVORETS ASSERTED THAT THE 
SPECIALISTS IN GOSPLAN WHO WOULD DO SUCH WRITING ARE ALL 
ENGROSSED IN WORK ON THE FIFTEEN- YEAR PLAN. (AS REPORTED, 
DVORETS THEN ADDED THAT HIS OWN JOB WAS MADE MORE DIFFICULT 
BY CURRENT STATE OF US/USSR RELATIONS, REF. B.) IN REPONSE 
TO FURTHER QUESTIONS, MORDVINOV SAID THAT THIS "PERSPECTIVE 
PLAN" WAS BEING REDRAFTED TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF "OUR SUCCESS 
AND FAILURES" IN 1976. THIS DRAFT IS SCHEDULED TO BE 
PUBLISHED IN MAY "FOR DISCUSSION" PER A DECISION OF THE 
SUPREME SOVIET. MORDVINOV HEDGED WHEN ASKED WHETHER THE 
FINAL VERSION WOULD BE MADE PUBLIC. 
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2. ASKED HOW ONE COULD THEN ACQUIRE THE TYPE OF INFORMA- 
TION THAT HAD APPEARED IN THE BOOK ABOUT THE NINTH FYP, 

HE SAID THAT PEOPLE WOULD HAVE TO GLEAN THE DATA FROM 
ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN THE ECONOMIC PRESS, FOR EXAMPLE, 

IN EKONOMICHESKAY A GAZETA, PLANOVOE KHOZYAISTVO AND 
VOPROSY EKONOMIKI, AND IN INDUSTRIAL JOURNALS. MORDVINOV 
WENT ON TO COMMENT THAT A SURPRISING AMOUNT OF INFORMATION- 
SOMETIMES TOO MUCH, HE OPINED-IS PUBLISHED IN SOVIET 
TECHNICAL JOURNALS, INCLUDING THOSE OF KEY INDUSTRIAL 
MINISTRIES. 

3. MORDVINOV RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY TO QUESTIONS 
WHETHER GOSPLAN WOULD BE WILLING TO DISCUSS SOVIET NEEDS 
WITH AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN. THE DOORS OF THIS "SUPER SECRET 
SOVIET INSTITUTION," HE SAID SOMEWHAT DISINGENOUSLY, ARE 
ALWAYS OPEN. 

4. COMMENT: THE RELATIVE PAUCITY OF ECONOMIC DATA ON 
GOALS AND PERFORMANCE AND THE EXPECTATION THAT THERE WILL 
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BE FEW, IF ANY, COMPREHENSIVE ARTICLES ON THESE SUBJECTS, 

PUTS A PREMIUM ON COMBING THE PRESS AND PUBLICATIONS TO 
GLEAN BASIC DATA AS IT BECOMES AVAILABLE. EMBASSY WILT. 

CONTINUE TO REPORT AND HIGHLIGHT SIGNIFICANT FACTS AND 
DEVELOPMENTS AS WE SPOT THEM. HOWEVER, AS DEPARTMENT IS 
AWARE, FOR WANT OF MANPOWER, EMBASSY DOES NOT SUBSCRIBE TO 
MOST INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNICAL JOURNALS. 

5. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS, THEREFORE, THAT DEPARTMENT TOGETHER 
WITH OTHER INTERESTED WASHINGTON AGENCIES EXPLORE POSSI- 
BILITIES FOR INCREASED PUBLICATION OF BOTH DATA AND 
ANALYSES OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE SOVIET ECONOMY, 

BOTH FOR AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN AND FOR USG INTERNATL NEEDS. 

TOON 
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